
MESSIANIC EXPECTATION COMPARISON SHEET
Messianic 
Theme

Pre-Jesus / Early View Post-Jesus / Rabbinic View Key Sources Fulfillment in Jesus (NT 
References)

Suffering 
Messiah

Isaiah 53 interpreted by many (e.g., 
Targum Jonathan) as referring to a 
personal suffering Messiah.

Reinterpreted to refer to Israel as the 
suffering servant (Rashi on Isaiah 53, 11th 
century).

Targum Jonathan; DSS 
4Q521; Sanhedrin 98b

Matthew 8:16–17; Acts 8:32–
35; 1 Peter 2:24

Pierced 
Messiah

Zechariah 12:10 and Psalm 22:16 seen 
messianically (e.g., Dead Sea Scrolls 
fragment 4Q88).

Reinterpreted as mourning over a historical 
tragedy or general grief (Rashi on Zech. 
12:10).

DSS 4Q88; Targum 
Zech. 12:10; Rashi

John 20:25–27; Luke 24:39–40; 
Revelation 1:7

Messiah's 
Origin 
(Bethlehem)

Micah 5:2 interpreted as messianic, per 
Targum Jonathan: 'From you shall 
come forth... the Messiah.'

Applied to King David or Zerubbabel, or as 
non-literal lineage (Rashi on Micah 5:2).

Targum Jonathan on 
Micah 5:2; Rashi

Matthew 2:1–6; Luke 2:4–7; 
John 7:42

Messiah’s 
Timeline 
(Daniel 9)

Daniel 9 interpreted by some Second 
Temple Jews as placing Messiah 
before the Temple’s destruction.

Re-dated or allegorized; Rashi applied 
Daniel 9 to Agrippa or Onias III.

Daniel 9:26; Seder 
Olam; Rashi

Luke 19:41–44; Matthew 24:1–
2; Galatians 4:4

Messiah as 
Redeemer 
of Sin

Messiah seen as bearing or removing 
sin (Isaiah 53, 4Q521).

De-emphasized in favor of Messiah as 
national restorer, not sin-bearer (Sanhedrin 
98b, modern Orthodox view).

Isaiah 53; DSS 4Q521; 
Talmud Sukkah 52a

Mark 10:45; John 1:29; 
Hebrews 9:26–28

Messiah as 
Conquering 
King

Messiah expected to reign in power 
(Isaiah 11, Psalms of Solomon 17).

Still expected, but distinct from suffering 
role; dual-Messiah doctrine emerged.

Isaiah 11; Psalms of 
Solomon 17; Sanhedrin 
98a

Revelation 19:11–16; John 
18:36; Acts 1:6–11

Number of 
Messiahs

Primarily one Messiah expected from 
Davidic line.

Two Messiahs: ben Joseph (suffers/dies) 
and ben David (rules) – developed in 
Talmud (Sukkah 52a).

Talmud Sukkah 52a; 
Sanhedrin 98b

Jesus fulfills both roles: first 
coming (suffering) and second 
coming (conquering) – Hebrews 
9:28; Revelation 19

Messiah and 
Temple 
Role

Messiah would restore Temple 
worship (Ezekiel 40–48, Psalms of 
Solomon 17).

Rabbinic Judaism focuses on Torah and 
synagogue, not Temple; messianic focus 
reduced post-Bar Kokhba.

Ezekiel 40–48; Psalms 
of Solomon 17; 
Mishnah Middot

Matthew 12:6; John 2:19–21; 
Hebrews 9–10

Messiah 
Performing 
Miracles

The Messiah would heal the sick, give 
sight to the blind, raise the dead, and 
preach good news (Isaiah 35:5–6; DSS 
4Q521).

Miracles were often attributed to prophets 
or sages but were not essential or expected 
traits of the Messiah in rabbinic Judaism.

Isaiah 35:5–6; DSS 
4Q521; Sanhedrin 98b

Matthew 11:4–5; Luke 7:22; 
John 11:43–44
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